
Lifesavers call
for new members
BULCOCK Beach, like so many other beaches in and around
Caloundrs., is a popular spot.
' Again like other beaches those using
Bulcock Beach have the added assurance
of it being patrolled by lifesavers.

Unlike other beaches Bulcock is
defined as a still water beach. as distinct
from a surf beach which brings it under
control of a lifesaving group which differs
slightly from the surf lifesaving
organisation.

Ithaca Royal Lifesaving Club is
responsible for the safety of bathers and
users of Bulcock Beach and has a long

and proud history.
The Brisbane based club has been in

existence for 33 years and has been
actively associated .with Bulcock Beach
for 25 years.

Originally the safety patrols were all
female who operated until about 1966.
Until I97l men and women patrols took
it week about in turn.

Since l97l the patrols have been
conducted by male and female members
of the club.- While the membership is made

up mostly of Brisbane people there
are some Caloundra members.

"But we would love to see more
of the locals join us," club captain,
Nicola Cox said.

While Bulcock Beach is classified
as being still water it is not without
its dangers.

"There are excessively bad
currents at the beach at'times and
this keeps us busy," Nicola said.

The modest clubhouse is situated
next to the White Fleet Boat Shop
at the beach.

In some respects the club finds
itself in a Catch 22 situatisn in
regard to attracting members.

"We find it difficult to attract
new members because of our
limited facilities. Plans to extend
the clubhouse have not been
favourably received by council and
our only option is to move to a new
site which will be costly," the club's
chief instructor, Jim McClelland
explained.

But despite these limitations the
club patrols the beach every
weekend from November until
Easter.

While different from the surf
lifesaving association Royal Life-

Caloundro.

savers retain a harmonious
relationship which began back in
1891.

All lifesaving was under the
"Royal" banner until 1924 when the
surf beaches were given separate
patrols.

The "Royal" lifesavers are now
resoonsible for seve n still water
beaches in Queensland, lakes and
swimming pools.

The association is the largest
teaching body in the world for
lifesaving, water safety and resus
citation techniques.

"The attraction of Caloundra as
a holiday spot has seen a greater use
of Bulcock Beach which in turn
puts greater pressure on our
members," Nicola Cox said.

"For this reason alone we would
love to see more people join our
ranks to ensure the beach remains a
safe family spot," she said.

Any person interested can
contact Nicola on (07) 30 1907 or
write to her, 3l Woodside Street,
The Gap or to Jim Clelland (07)
366218, l2 View Street,
Paddinston.
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